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Roe and the Renewal of the Mind 

“Do not conform yourselves to this age but be transformed by the renewal of your mind.”  (Romans 12:2) 

The early Christians in Rome to whom St. Paul wrote these words had already come to know Jesus, but not all 

aspects of their thinking had changed overnight. That is not surprising; our mind gets into the habit of think-

ing in certain ways, and even after a conversion experience, it may take a while for those ways of thinking to 

be transformed. And so, part of retreat ministry is to encourage retreatants to patiently begin again and 

again in their daily life. By God’s grace, our mind can be renewed over time. We begin to view our neighbor 

more mercifully, we rehash anger-causing memories less often, and violent or sexual images from our past 

have less power over us. 

This is even more true of whole societies. It takes a long time for patterns of thought within a culture to 

change.  I remember a January day in New Jersey when I was seven years old. My mother walked into the 

living room with a look that immediately told us that something horrible had happened. My ten-year-old sis-

ter asked, “What’s the matter, Mom?” In a stunned and downtrodden voice, she answered, “They just made 

it legal to kill a baby while it’s still inside of the mother.” 

I remember trying to wrap my seven-year-old head and heart around what my mother had just said, and be-

ing unable. This past June 24, 2022—49 years, five months, and two days after that experience—the night-

mare of Roe ended, but the renewal of the American mind will take much longer. Changes in law do not 

change minds immediately, but such changes in law do have profound effects on the minds of future genera-

tions. Today, I recoil when I see images of Birmingham police violently disbanding peaceful civil-rights march-

ers in 1963. I trust that someday, nearly everyone will view old videos of unborn children undergoing abor-

tion with the same horror, but it will take a long while for us to get there. 

In the meantime, there is more, not less, prayer and work to be done. The 22 Pregnancy Help Centers and 

nine residential maternity and after-birth homes in our area will need greater support as the people of Flori-

da move to give greater protection to the unborn by law. 

The renewal of our minds in regard to abortion will require a miracle, but the miracle has begun. 

http://www.olph-retreat.org
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Building Updates 

Villa Refresh 

We have begun work on replacing the floor in Villa III. Since 

we have several groups scheduled to use the villa later in 

July, we will focus on replacing the flooring and will come 

back at another time to paint the rooms. Once this villa’s 

flooring replacement is completed, we will have finished all 

of the four villas. Once again, our invaluable volunteers are 

performing the installation, limiting the overall cost to ma-

terials. The funds used for this effort was provided by pro-

ceeds raised at our February Butterfly Ball gala. Thanks 

again for all your financial support at this event! 

Roof Replacement Project 

The new red roof has been installed on St. Joseph Chapel with a few finishing touches to be completed this 

month. Work continues on the Anne Mayer Conference Center and Schirmer Dining and Office building. In 

addition, preparations to replace the roof on each of the four villa buildings has also begun. We pray that 

the roof replacement is completed prior to the height of hurricane season! 

Interested in Plants and Gardening? 

For quite a while, Martha Mingel has led our Garden and Grounds Volunteer 

group. A big THANK YOU to Martha for all her assistance! The baton has now 

been passed to Pat Marchesano.  
 

This OLPH volunteer group assists with the maintenance and appearance of 

our flower beds, plants, and bushes outside the villas, adjacent to the shrine, 

and in various areas throughout our grounds. If you would like to join the 

group, and spend a couple of hours helping to enhance OLPH surroundings, 

please contact Simona at Handley@olph-retreat.org.  

St. Joseph Chapel 

New Group Retreat Offered 

Saturday, October 22, 2022 

"Meditation in the Catholic Tradition" 

For some, the word stirs up images of yoga, mantras, trance-

like states, or non-religious methods for relaxation and stress 

reduction; but for Catholics, meditation is a tried-and-true way 

of using the Bible as a means of worship and communication 

with God. In this interactive group retreat, Fr. Mark Yavarone, OMV, will present two methods of medita-

tion in our tradition: Lecto Divina and Ignatian. This retreat begins at 8:30 with registration and a hot break-

fast. The remainder of the day includes two conferences on methods of meditation, break-out sessions, 

lunch, and Vigil Mass for Sunday. The day concludes at 4:30. The cost is $50.00. Click Here to Register 

mailto:Handley@olph-retreat.org?subject=Inquiry%20re:%20Grounds/Garden%20Volunteering
https://olph-retreat.org/servant-to-master-retreat
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Happy Birthday  

Volunteers! 

Happy Birthday to Bill 

Bauer, Mary Ann Andrus, 

Jill Devery, Jim O’Connor,  

Josephine Mihalopoulos, 

and all volunteers cele-

brating a birthday in July!   

Ways to Give: Recurring Donations 

Recurring giving is when a donor chooses to make donations to a non-

profit organization on a pre-defined and automated schedule. This is 

similar to a monthly subscription to your favorite streaming or cell 

phone provider. Why are recurring donations helpful to OLPH? Recur-

ring donations enable us to predict revenue flow, allowing OLPH to 

better manage revenue-to-expense on a monthly basis. In addition, 

the automated process of charging your debit card, credit card, or 

checking account eliminates the extra step of depositing checks and 

saves the donor postage costs.  

A significant portion of our operational budget is supported through 

individual donations. We are truly grateful for donations of all types, 

frequencies, and amounts and are blessed to have you think of us!  

If you are interested in starting a recurring donation plan, click here to 

go to our webpage or contact us at (941) 486-0233. 

Welcoming Our Guests 

In June, we hosted the Diocese of Orlando Diaconate, FOCUS Ministry Leaders, Totus Tuus youth leaders, and 

two Hispanic Ignatian Preached Retreats, as well as five religious sisters on their 30-day retreat– two from 

California and three from Louisiana. In July, we will be hosting over twenty Diocese of Venice priests for their 

annual retreat, our Seminarian Convocation, and multiple Hispanic summer retreats. We would like to thank 

all the volunteers who help us during these retreats!  Click here if you are interested in volunteering. 

Monthly Amount 
Annual Revenue  

for OLPH 

$5.00 $60.00 

$10.00 $120.00 

$25.00 $300.00 

$50.00 $600.00 

$100.00 $1,200.00 

$200.00 $2,400.00 

New Golf Cart 

On April 22nd, Epiphany Cathedral 

held a Wine and Cheese event to 

raise funds for their Safety Campaign. 

As part of the fundraiser, there was a 

raffle for a new golf cart. Our Bishop 

Dewane had the winning ticket! We 

were excited to find out that the Bish-

op decided to donate the golf cart to 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Retreat 

Center. In May, we were asked to 

pick the color. We selected blue, in 

keeping with OLPH’s colors, and took 

possession of it in June. Here is a picture of Fr. Lino and our maintenance 

lead, Chuck Hammerle, in the new vehicle. 

https://olph-retreat.org/donate
https://olph-retreat.org/donate
https://olph-retreat.org/online-volunteer-schedule
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

The Monthly Day of Prayer sessions resume in September. Below are the dates for the remainder of 2022. 
You may register online by clicking here. 

   - September 11th and 14th   - October 9th and 12th 

   - November 9th and 13th   - December 11th and 14th 

The day begins at 9:30 am with continental breakfast and includes two conferences, lunch, Eucharistic 

Adoration, and opportunities for the Sacrament of Reconciliation, private meditation, and prayer. The day 

concludes with Mass, ending at 3:15 pm. The cost is $40 pp. Note: the conference topics are the same for 

each session in a respective month, so please choose the day that is compatible with your schedule. 

Interested in Hosting a Day Retreat  

for Your Group? 
OLPH offers conference facilities, seated dining, and use of 
our chapel for up to 125 individuals for a single-day retreat 
that can be led by your parish priest or OLPH’s priests.  

A variety of topics are offered, as well as a choice of a  con-
tinental or hot breakfast, and lunch.  The minimum num-
ber of participants is 15. Prices start at $40 pp. We are now 
taking bookings for the Fall and Winter. To learn more, 
click here. 

You can choose from the following topics or 

suggest your own! 

 Healing and Forgiveness 

 Seven Capital Vices 

 Discernment of God’s Will 

 The Four Cardinal Virtues 

 Introduction to Spiritual Exercises 

 Praying with Scripture 

 Forgiveness of Self and Others 

 The Beatitudes 

 Devotion to Mary 

 The Four Last Things 

 Making Sense of Suffering 

 

 

          Nov 18-21, 2022 

This silent retreat will introduce you to the great themes of the Spiritual Exercises in a group setting. The 

retreat begins with dinner on Friday November 18th and concludes after lunch on Monday November 21st. 

This retreat has limited availability. The schedule includes conferences each day, daily Mass, and an oppor-

tunity to meet at least once with the retreat director for the Sacrament of Reconciliation and/or spiritual 

direction. Conference topics center on Ignatian spirituality, prayer, and discernment. The cost is $450 pp, 

which includes private room, meals, cleaning, and FL tax.    

To register for a Group Retreat or view our schedule, please go to: 
www.olph-retreat.org/schedule-of-events  

https://olph-retreat.org/monthly-day-of-prayer
https://olph-retreat.org/hosting-a-group-retreat
http://www.olph-retreat.org/schedule-of-events

