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Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Retreat and Spirituality Center 
3989 South Moon Drive       www.olph-retreat.org 

Venice, FL 34292        (941) 486-0233 

Newsletter November 2022 

Our offices are closed until further 

notice.  You may reach  

Fr. Mark and Fr. Shawn via email: 

Fr. Mark Yavarone, OMV     

yavarone@olph-retreat.org 

 

Fr. Shawn Monahan, OMV 

monahan@olph-retreat.org 

 

...and so we begin 
 

On September 27th, along with most individuals and busi-
nesses in Southwest Florida, we prepared for Hurricane Ian in 
the usual fashion. Smaller, more mobile statues, such as the 
Stations of the Cross and our new St. Michael statue, were 
removed and placed in safe quarters. The Dining Center’s and 
villa’s lanais were cleared of furniture. We unplugged our 
electronic office equipment and placed critical documents on 
upper shelfs. We moved our vehicles to higher ground. We 
cancelled the arrival of incoming retreatants and Fr. Mark 
met with the two retreatants that were on campus to deter-
mine if they wished to “ride out the storm” or leave. In the 
end, Fr. Mark drove the two retreatants up to Ave Maria. 
 

We could never had imagined that this was the last time we would 
see OLPH in its beautiful state! The impact of Hurricane Ian was dev-
astating. Although the hurricane had resulted in standing water 
throughout the property, it was the subsequent flooding of the My-
akka River that resulted in the Blessed Sacrament Lake joining with 
the river. Was there really a road, grass, and walkways between the 
two at one point? You could never tell!  Every building took in water 
and many trees were toppled and ripped of leaves. Roads were im-
passible for 9 days due to water and debris. On multiple occasions, 
Fr. Mark and our maintenance lead, Chuck Hammerle, kayaked into 
the property to assess the damage. Drones were also sent up to sur-

vey the extent of water from overhead. 
 

When we were finally able to enter the property by vehicle on October 8th, we were shocked by what we saw. In 
the backdrop of bright blue skies, the beautifully manicured grass, lush trees, blue water, and red flowers were 
replaced with shades of brown and gray! It was sad and depressing. However, when we arrived at the Our Lady 
of Perpetual Help shrine, how white she was!  It was as if she had a beautiful cleaning and was signaling to us a 
rebirth.  And so we begin!  
 
 

 
 
 

Click here to 

donate to the 

re-building of 

OLPH 

http://www.olph-retreat.org
mailto:yavarone@olph-retreat.org
mailto:monahan@olph-retreat.org
https://www.olph-retreat.org/the-olph-annual-fund-and-ways-to-give
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Remediation Begins 

Remediation on the buildings and property began in mid-October. 

OLPH staff sifted through the offices, chapel, conference center, 

and villas to salvage what was not water-damaged. PODS were 

brought on-site to store the items. However, the bulk of all furni-

ture and paper-based items were destroyed and needed to be dis-

carded. Once all items were removed, the bottom 4’ section of dry-

wall was removed in each 

building, as well as all floor-

ing, and bathroom fixtures.  

Tree crews worked endlessly to remove fallen trees, trim branches, 

and remove debris related to the over 800 trees we had on our cam-

pus. Numerous dumpsters were filled and hauled away.  Remediation 

of the facilities completed on October 28th. We have begun the initial 

planning stages for the re-build. 

Goodbye to the Beloved Denise Riley 

For 12 years, we have been blessed to have Denise at OLPH. Denise 

will be leaving us on November 4th after a long and fruitful tenure. As 

Directors have come and gone, Denise has been the constant. Always 

knowing the history of each aspect of OLPH, always greeting each visi-

tor with a smile, and always ensuring each retreatant felt welcomed 

and special. 

In October 2010, Denise came to OLPH as a volunteer, working closely 

with Sr. Carmella and Father J.J. In August 2011, Denise began her 

role as part-time Administrative Assistant. “At first glance I realized 

that OLPH was a special place, a place of grace,” says Denise. “Sister 

Carmella was an excellent teacher and mentor, which, as I would later 

find out, served me well. Father J.J. was also welcoming and along 

with Sister Carmella guided my ‘future’ at OLPH.” 

When Sr. Carmella retired in 2013, Denise became Director of Operations and Administration. “I hadn’t giv-

en any thought of succeeding Sister at the Center,” said Denise. “When I was asked about succeeding Sister, 

I was surprised and honored. I interviewed, and God chose me.” 

In the subsequent years, OLPH became Denise’s “heart.” She says, “I am honored to follow in Sister Carmel-

la’s path and help keep Fr. Charlie’s dream alive. I did not have the opportunity to meet Fr. Charlie; howev-

er, through the sharing of the memories of those at the Center, I have come to know him and appreciate his 

vision and his legacy.” 

We would all like to thank Denise for the time, attention, and love she has given to OLPH over the years! We 

wish Denise all the best in the next phase of her journey. She will be missed, but never forgotten. 
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Meditation in the Catholic Tradition Retreat 
Once we realized that we could not use OLPH’s facilities to 

conduct our upcoming retreats, we reached out to local 

parishes to inquire on the use of their facilities. We are 

happy to announce that we were able to move all our Fall 

group retreats to either Epiphany Cathedral and Our Lady 

of Lourdes, both only a few miles from OLPH, while the re-

mediation work is performed at our location. 
 

The first retreat we had post-Hurricane Ian was the new  

Meditation in the Catholic Tradition retreat lead by Fr. Mark Yavarone, OMV. It was held on October 22nd at 

the Epiphany Parish Center.  
 

Approximately 40 retreatants attended. This was the initial offering of this retreat and it was very well-

received. The retreat not only included presentations by the retreat leader and private meditation, but also   

group discussions. It concluded with the celebration of Mass in the parish’s small chapel (pictured above). We 

will be repeating this retreat in the upcoming year for those who missed it. 

Monthly Day of Prayer Topics and Leaders 

You may register online by clicking here 

Due to the impact of Hurricane Ian on OLPH, 

sessions have been re-located to local parishes as follows:  

November 9: Education Center of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Venice 

November 13: Epiphany Cathedral Parish Center in Venice 

December 11: Education Center of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Venice 

December 14: Education Center of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Venice  

November: “An Introduction to Healing the Broken Hearted” presented by Fr. Shawn Monahan, OMV 
This second part of what we will be a four-part series, will begin by recapping some of the major themes 

from the first Day of Prayer in September and then will explore some of our most basic needs and desires: 

To be Affirmed, Blessed, Included, Safe, Chosen, Understood, Intimacy, & Touched appropriately. Aware-

ness of the absence of ABISCUIT in our lives is a vital aspect in deepening the healing of our broken hearts.  

It is not required to have attended the previous Day of Prayer to participate in this one.   

December:  “Grandparents, the Elderly, and Aging” presented by Fr. Mark Yavarone, OMV 

Did you know that Pope Francis established a World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly in 2021?  Since 

then, the 85-year-old pontiff has spoken about aging in no less than 20 of his addresses.  In our October 

Monthly Day of Prayer, Fr. Mark Yavarone, OMV, will introduce us to the wisdom of Pope Francis on this 

topic in a way that will serve as a springboard for prayer. 

https://olph-retreat.org/monthly-day-of-prayer
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

            Nov 18-20, 2022 

An Introduction to Ignatian Prayer to Heal our Broken Hearts  

An Ignatian way of praying is one that engages the whole person, 

heart, mind, soul and body.  Particular attention must be given to the 

heart for as Pope Benedict once said, “The heart is the organ with 

which we see God”. Being born into a broken world our hearts can not 

escape the wounds that come from living in it that taint how we see 

ourselves, others, God, and the world around us. Fr. Shawn Monahan, 

OMV will drawn upon some foundational truths and principles from the 

Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius combined with a series of frameworks 

that will help highlight the sacred journey to healing our broken hearts 

on the way to a living Jesus deep desire for each of us, ‘a more abundant life’. 

This is a 3-day commuter retreat.  Retreatants will meet as a group each day from 9:00am to 3:00pm to 

attend conferences. Throughout each day, there are periods of private prayer in which the retreatants may 

bring into their own spiritual lives the elements discussed within the conferences. Scripture passages are 

provided for personal prayer and meditation.  In addition, there will be opportunities for Confession and/or 

limited spiritual direction. Each day will conclude with the celebration of Mass. Continental breakfast and 

lunch is included. If you are interested in registering, click here. 

November 18-20, 2022 

9:00am - 3:00pm each day 

$150.00   

Location: Epiphany Cathedral Parish Center located at 310 Sarasota St, Venice, FL 34285-1725  

Fr. Mark Yavarone, OMV and Fr. Shawn Monahan, OMV are offering a scheduled, guided tour of the OLPH 

property for those interested in viewing the damage from Hurricane Ian and the re-building efforts. The 

tour will be 30 minutes. Space is limited to 15 persons.  If you are interested in registering, click here. 

Please Note: 

- This is a construction site. Wear sturdy, closed-toe shoes with non-slip bottoms and appropriate, comfortable 

clothing 

- All buildings have passed air quality tests certifying that they are now safe to occupy 

- Walking is required for this tour; No golf carts are available 

- You may park on the grass across from the office 

            Nov 6, 2022 

https://www.olph-retreat.org/group-retreat-registration
https://www.olph-retreat.org/scheduled-tour-of-olph

