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Be Third 

Last year, Hall of Fame football player Gale Sayers died at the age of 77.  His 1970 autobiography I am Third inspired 

the movie Brian’s Song, which depicted Sayers’ friendship with fellow Chicago Bears running back Brian Piccolo.  In the 

introduction to I am Third, Sayers explains his choice of the title: “When I was a sophomore at the University of Kansas, 

I had seen this sign on the desk of Bill Easton, who was my track coach. ‘What’s that all about?’ I asked Coach Easton.  

He told me what it meant— ‘The Lord is first, my friends are second, and I am third.’  When I went to the Bears, I had a 

medallion made bearing the words ‘I am third,’ and wore it around my neck all through my pro career.” 

Sayers’ words often come to my mind when I notice Advent busy-ness getting in the way of spiritual preparation for 

Christmas.  Advent is a short season compared to Lent, and by the time we get used to being in it, we may find our-

selves in the middle of a pre-Christmas rush that leaves little time for prayer and preparation for the birth of Christ in 

our hearts.  If that occurs, the peace associated with the season will be elusive. 

St. Augustine offered a timeless definition of peace, calling it the “tranquility of order.”  When we order things proper-

ly in our life, peace is the fruit.  In contrast, when we give primary attention to things that are less important, and scant 

attention to things that are eternally important, there goes our peace.  Gale Sayers was wise to wear the medallion 

that constantly reminded him of the right order of things. We might even simplify this order down to three words: Je-

sus—Others—You, or J-O-Y. 

These reflections offer a simple way to make the most of our Advent season.  Pretend for a moment that you knew 

Jesus would be coming in glory on December 25, 2021, and that Heaven and earth would pass away.  What would you 

do in the intervening days to prioritize God and others above yourself?  Would you pray more, and/or pray harder?  

Would you confess your sins to a priest?  Would you reconcile with that one person with whom you haven’t spoken in 

months or years?  Would you spend more time with your family?  Would you show your husband or wife that you love 

and appreciate them every day until the end? 

Well, whatever you would do if you knew Jesus was coming in glory at the end of Advent, that’s probably what you 

should do to prepare for Him.  Then, in whatever way He comes, Christmas will truly be a time of peace. 
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Fr. Lino Estadilla, OMV       ext. 3008 

Denise Riley                 ext. 3004 

In Christ and Our Lady of Perpetual Help, 

 
Rev. Mark S. Yavarone, OMV  

Have you read Fr. Mark’s Fall Appeal Letter?  If not, click here.  

Your donations are greatly appreciated and help keep OLPH     

operating. 

http://www.olph-retreat.org
https://olph-retreat.org/olph-2021-fall-appeal
https://olph-retreat.org/olph-2021-fall-appeal
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Celebrating 25 years 
Saturday, February 19, 2022 

Chelsea Center @ St. Thomas More, Sarasota 
6:00 to 10:00 pm 

Have you purchased your tickets for the Butterfly Ball? This fundraiser event will help mark the 

25th anniversary of OLPH.  Bishop Dewane will join Fr. Mark and Fr. Lino in a lovely evening of 

music, fine dining, and dancing. The event is being catered by Sarasota Catering Company 

(click here to check out their 5-star reviews) and will begin with an open bar and passed hors 

d’oeuvres starting at 6:00 pm.  In addition to a plethora of Silent Auction items, we have some 

very exciting Live Auction items including:  

• Wine Tasting and small bites for up to twenty people (includes tasting 8 themed wines) 

• 8-day/7-night Oceanfront stay at the Kahana Villa Resorts in Maui  

• 8-day/7-night 2 bedroom/2 bathroom stay at the 5-star Castlemartyr Resort in Cork, Ireland 

• 8-day/7-night 4-bedroom lakefront property in Lake Como, Italy 

• Sonoma, CA Winery Tour & Tastings, including chauffeur, picnic lunch, and a 3-night stay for 2 at the Fairmont Sonoma 
Mission Inn (including daily breakfast) 

Tickets are $150 and can be purchased by printing a paper form from our website and mailing it to OLPH or paying 

via credit card via our website: www.olph-retreat.org/butterfly-ball-tickets. If you are interested in reserving a 

table, advertising in the Event’s Program, donating an item to our auction, or underwriting the event, please con-

tact Denise Riley or Simona Handley at (941) 486-0233 or visit our website. 

OLPH: The First 25 Years 

The Diocese of Venice was established only 36 years ago on October 25, 1984. The following year Bishop John Nevins 

asked Fr. Charles Mallen, C.Ss.R. (“Father Charlie”), who was serving as the Diocese’s first Vicar for Religious, to lead 

the project of establishing a retreat center. A 350-acre site off Border Road on the Myakka River, later to become Our 

Lady of Perpetual Help (OLPH) Retreat and Spirituality Center, was chosen. Permission was given by the Diocese in 

1994 to begin construction of the first three buildings: the Conference Center and two four-room villas. 

2021 marks the 25th anniversary of the dedication of OLPH, including our first two villas, St. Francis Xavier (Ft. Myers) 

and St. Bernard (Holmes Beach), each named after the parishes who had funded them. In a short span of five years, 

the remaining buildings which comprise OLPH were constructed. Villa III, with eight rooms, was completed in 1997 

and named Our Lady of Lourdes after the Venice parish that funded its construction. In February 1998, the Maxine and 

Ray Schirmer Dining Hall and Administrative Center was added. With the direct support of six parishes and significant 

donors, St. Joseph Chapel was completed in December 1999 and dedicated in March 2000. Construction of Villa IV, St. 

William’s villa, was completed in 2002 and is our largest villa, offering 10 rooms. Our most recent addition has been 

the Shrine to Our Lady of Perpetual Help, which was dedicated in June 2021 by Bishop Frank J. Dewane. 

OLPH celebrated our 5th and 10th anniversary with a gala at the Chelsea Center, located at St. Thomas More in Sara-

sota. At each event, over 300 were in attendance. We continue that tradition with a delayed celebration (due to 

COVID) of our 25th anniversary on Saturday, February 19, 2022 at the Butterfly Ball. Please consider joining us! 

 

Thank you to our Sponsors! 

St. William, St. Columbkille, St. Agnes, Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Katharine Drexel, St. Michael the Archangel, St. John the 

Evangelist, Church of St. Patrick, St. Thomas More, and St. Maximilian Kolbe 

https://www.facebook.com/SarasotaCatering/
https://www.castlemartyrresort.ie/
https://olph-retreat.org/butterfly-ball-tickets
https://olph-retreat.org/olph-2022-butterfly-ball
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Happy Birthday Volunteers! 

Happy Birthday to those celebrating in December, including Carla Geurts,  

Weulcia Wilkins, and Thomas Cummings! 

Do you celebrate a December birthday and we missed it?  Happy Birthday!  

Please send an email to:  handley@olph-retreat.org  with your birth month 

and day so we can celebrate you! 

OLPH Gift Certificates and Gift Shop 

OLPH offers gift certificates for the Monthly Day of Prayer (value $40.00) as well as for 

a group retreat (e.g., Triduum Retreat) or a set dollar amount that the recipient can 

apply towards a future private or group retreat. Please contact us at (941) 486-0233 

for more information.   

We are receiving new items this month in our Gift Shop.  Please think of us for holiday 

gifts and special celebrations. We offer spiritual books and CDs, as well as rosaries, 

crucifixes, prayer cards/bookmarks, and religious jewelry.  The Gift Shop is open Mon-

day to Friday from 9:00 to 4:00, and the second Sunday of each month during the 

Monthly Day of Prayer.   

Welcoming Our Guests 

On November 19-22, 16 retreatants joined Fr. Mark Yavarone, OMV in our bi-annual Ignatian Preached Retreat. An 

Ignatian Preached Retreat is a silent retreat that introduces the retreatants to the great themes of the Spiritual Exer-

cises of St. Ignatius in a group setting.  These retreats occur twice a year, with the next retreat scheduled for May 20-

23, 2022.  To learn more about the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, click here. 

In November, we had our busiest month of 2021, welcoming several private and group retreatants. We were blessed 

to have hosted the Sacred Heart Women’s Emmaus and St. Agnes staff as well as several groups from the Diocese of 

Venice, including the Human Resources staff, Marriage Preparation group, and Deacons. 

Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon 

Of the hundreds of people who walk through our gates, 

only a small few become volunteers, but for this we are 

most grateful and blessed! On November 16, OLPH 

hosted a Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon to thank all 

of our hardworking volunteers who helped us through-

out 2021. 38 volunteers attended the event.   

The day began with Mass, celebrated by Fr. Mark, fol-

lowed with a delicious “early Thanksgiving” lunch pre-

pared by OLPH’s Chef Brian.  We had several raffles, 

resulting in 8 winners.  We could never thank our volun-

teers enough for all they do.  OLPH could not operate 

with you!  

** Please note: OLPH’s offices will be closed from December 23, 2021 to January 4, 2022 ** 

mailto:handley@olph-retreat.org?subject=Volunteer%20Birthday
https://olph-retreat.org/ignatian-spiritual-exercises
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Upcoming Events 

 

 

Dec. 6-7, 2021 

Prepare your heart for Christmas with St. Thérèse of Lisieux.  St. Thérèse of Lisieux marked Christmas 1886 as the day 
of her “complete conversion.” This did not involve dramatic changes in what she believed. It only involved little chang-
es in how she lived her very ordinary life. But her Christmas conversion led to the fulfillment of her desire to be a 
saint.  Our 8th annual Advent Retreat will explore some of St. Thérèse’s very practical, lived examples of holiness and 
transformation. Mass is offered each day and Confessions are available.  All meals are provided. The cost to reserve 
your spot is $100, which covers OLPH’s cost for room, food, cleaning, and FL state taxes. A free-will donation request 
will be made on the last day of the retreat.  ** FULL ** 

Go to www.olph-retreat.org/schedule-of-events  to view or register for an event 

 

 

The next retreats are December 8th (Immaculate Conception) and December 12th (same conferences both days). 
There is no session in January, and then we resume on February 9th and 13th. The day begins at 9:30 am with 
continental breakfast and includes two conferences, lunch, Eucharistic Adoration, Mass, and opportunities for the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, private meditation and prayer.  The day concludes with Mass, ending at 3:15 pm. The 
cost is $40.00.  

A Matt Talbot retreat is for people of all faiths and is an opportunity for recovering alcoholics to enhance their 
spirituality and sober way of life.  The people who attend these retreats are recovering alcoholics that attend the 12-
step program through AA.  Deacon Thomas Evrard, the Retreat Leader, has been a Retreat Director for 15 years 
especially with 12 Step Groups and has been a member of Matt Talbot Group #54 since 1981. He will 
give conferences on various topics throughout the weekend, bringing valuable insights into the spiritual element of 
the disease of alcoholism. The Matt Talbot retreat is private and everything is confidential.  All meals are provided.  

Mar. 18-20, 2022 

Save the Date for a Couples Retreat  to be hosted by OLPH on February 25-27, 2022.  The retreat will be led by 
Deacon Scott Little. Join us for a chance to open our hearts to the grace of the marriage vocation. Couples are 
invited to spend some time with each other to explore God’s grace. What has our marriage meant to us?  What has 
He taught and what is left for us to learn?  Scripture, prayer, papal teaching, fellowship, and the Eucharist will help 
us to grow closer to our Lord and each other.    

Feb. 25-27, 2022 

A very popular retreat, the weekend begins with dinner on Holy Thursday and ends with Mass and breakfast on 
Easter Sunday.  The liturgies of the Lord’s Supper, Way of the Cross, Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion, Easter 
Vigil, and Sunrise Easter Liturgy are celebrated. A series of six 1-hour conferences on varying topics is offered 
throughout the retreat.  In addition, the opportunity for Confession or spiritual direction is available. 

. 14-17, 2022 

http://www.olph-retreat.org/schedule-of-events

